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FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL 
Men place first, women place second 
at Friday Night Special. 
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Admitted Student Day informs 
potential Panthers
K ALYN HAYSLET T | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Dr. Britto Nathan, biological science professor, shows admitted students his lab in the Life Sciences Building Monday morning. Nathan explains how he 
does experiments with students and typically examines the brain. Parents and students were given a chance to ask about Nathan’s research experience 
with Alzheimer’s disease.
 HISTORY OF BLACK FACE
Zeta Phi Beta hosts discussion on the 
topic of black face and the history 
behind it.
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By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
It is the time of the year again when 
prospective students are on campus to de-
cide if Eastern is a place they want to call 
home.
 Monday was Admitted Student Day 
on campus, where potential students and 
their families got a chance to meet faculty 
members and discuss their future at East-
ern. 
They were able to receive information 
about their intended major, financial aid, 
student organizations, housing and din-
ing, transitioning to campus and more.
For some people, this was their first 
time visiting Eastern or Charleston.
Jack Banks, a soon-to-be high-school 
graduate from Indiana, is currently in the 
process of selecting a college to attend for 
his freshman year.
“I’ve applied to other colleges in Indi-
ana, but when I found out Eastern offers 
in-state tuition, I definitely wanted to ex-
plore the option,” he said. 
Banks plans on majoring in special ed-
ucation.
“I sat down and spoke with the spe-
cial education department here and they 
by far had the most information to give 
me than any other school I’ve looked at,” 
he said.
Although Banks is not fully decided 
on where he is going to attend college, 
he said all of the seminars he attended on 
Admitted Student Day were loaded with 
information.
“I’m leaving here with no questions at 
all,” he said.
For some students, attending Eastern 
might not begin their freshman year.
Alison Blair, an incoming transfer stu-
dent, said she knows Eastern is the place 
for her.
“As soon as I came here to visit, I loved 
it above all other schools, just the entire 
feel of the campus and everything,” she 
said.
Unlike incoming freshman, transfer 
students have the option of living on or 
off campus when they come to Eastern.
However, Blair said it is important for 
her to experience living in a dorm.
“I’m nervous and excited,” she said. 
“I’m excited to have that ‘living on my 
own’ experience. It’ll be different, that’s 
for sure.” 
Blair also enjoyed the size of the uni-
versity. 
“At some other schools, you disappear 
and it’s your name on a piece of paper. It 
doesn’t seem like that at Eastern because 
of the small campus atmosphere,” Blair 
added.
To send support to potential first gen-
eration college students, some members 
of the Making Excellence Inclusive com-
mittee could be seen wearing T-shirts that 
said “First-Generation College Graduate” 
during Admitted Student Day.
Tania Ward, a graduate student study-
ing college student affairs, was wearing 
the T-shirt because she could relate to pro-
spective students who also have parents 
who did not attend college.
“I don’t think (my parents) fully under-
stand what I’m doing,” she said. “At times, 
when it gets tough, they might not be 
able to have that support to give because 
they haven’t experienced it.”
Although being a first-generation col-
lege student can be rough, Ward said they 
can help to overcome that by getting in-
volved on campus.
“I got a lot of support on campus from 
mentors, ACT’s campus ministry and 
TRiO,” Ward said. “It provides that extra 
support on just how to navigate through 
the college experience and how to make 
the most of the experience.”
She said being immersed in the college 
atmosphere makes her sometimes forget 
that she is a first-generation college stu-
dent.
“Graduating with a bachelor’s and 
then a master’s degree isn’t necessarily the 
‘norm’ to everyone,” she said. “Others 
in my family say they look up to me for 
what I’m doing and it gives me the inspi-
ration to let them know that they can do 
it too.”
Ward added that she would tell other 
first-generation college students not to be 
afraid to ask for help or ask questions.
“If you don’t ask questions, it will hin-
der your growth,” she said. “Take advan-
tage of the resources on campus and get 
involved in anything you’re interested in.”
The next Admitted Student Day will 
be March 4.
Loren Dickson can be reached at 
581-2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.
Workgroup 
No. 9 
prepares 
for two 
town halls
By Angelica Cataldo 
Managing Editor | @DEN_News
Workgroup No. 9, Academic 
Visioning II, will have its first town 
hall meeting 4 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Coleman Hall Auditorium.
Workgroup members will discuss 
the Organization subcommittee’s 
recommendations for the different 
colleges at Eastern.
The subcommittee consists of 
Workgroup chair Melinda Mueller, a 
political science professor, sociology 
professor Michael Gillespie, education 
professor Jay Bickford and health 
studies professor Sheila Simons. 
In  p rev iou s  mee t ing s ,  the 
Organization subcommittee discussed 
the option of combining certain 
programs, departments and academic 
colleges. 
During the subcommittee meetings, 
members looked at the roles each 
college played on campus and studied 
the option of combining different 
academic colleges under the same title.
Mueller said keeping the colleges 
the way they are is also an option the 
subcommittee recommended. 
A handout will be provided at the 
presentation, which will be followed by 
a Q&A session and survey. 
During the general meeting Monday, 
members also discussed preparations for 
next week’s town hall meeting, which 
will be 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28 in the 
Coleman Hall Auditorium.  
Next week, members of the 
Differential Tuition subcommittee 
and the Variable Learning Models 
subcommittee will be presenting their 
own recommendations.
T h e  D i f f e r e n t i a l  Tu i t i o n 
subcommittee, led by Richard England, 
dean of the Honors College and 
Austin Cheney, chair of the technology 
department, will be presenting ideas 
for various tuition plans and different 
financial strategies for programs at 
Eastern. 
The Variable Learning Models 
subcommittee, led by English professor 
Suzie Park and Amanda Harvey, 
interim associate director for Health 
Service, will present recommendations 
for course curriculums and schedules 
that could benefit Eastern in the future. 
This includes the possibility of 
changing the academic calendar weeks, 
extending summer terms and offering a 
possible December term.
Both the Differential Tuition 
subcommittee and the Variable 
Learning Models subcommittee are 
in the process of finalizing their joint 
presentations. 
Both town hall meetings are being 
presented in similar fashion, with a 
Q&A and survey.
Angelica Cataldo can be reached at 
581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu .
Faculty Senate to announce referendum results
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The Faculty Senate will announce 
the results of a referendum asking the 
faculty’s confidence in the process and 
outcomes of Workgroup No. 7 at its 
meeting Tuesday.
The meeting is set for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday in room 4440 of the Booth 
Library.
The referendum asked faculty 
members to vote yes or no to the 
statement “I have confidence in the 
process employed by Vitalization 
Workgroup No. 7 in the program 
review mandated by the President.”
Wo r k g r o u p  N o .  7  m a d e 
recommendations on academic 
programs during the vitalization 
project.
In its final report, the group 
suggested among other things, the 
deletion or consolidation of several 
programs.
Four of  these  – phi losophy, 
adult and community education, 
Africana studies and career and 
technical development – are now 
being considered for elimination or 
reorganization.
All Unit A and Unit B employees, 
including department chairs, had the 
referendum emailed to them.
During the meeting, the Senate will 
discuss the results of the referendum 
and who they want to directly inform 
about the results, according to an 
article in the News.
According to the agenda, the ad 
hoc committee reviewing Workgroup 
No.7’s recommendations will also 
meet.
The deadline for faculty to vote in 
the referendum was noon on Monday.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — 
Pre s id en t  Dona ld  Tr ump ha s 
tapped Army Lt. Gen. H.R. Mc-
Master, a prominent military strat-
egist known as a creative thinker, 
as his new national security adviser, 
replacing the ousted Michael Fly-
nn.
Trump announced  the  p i ck 
Monday at his Palm Beach, Flor-
ida, club and said McMaster is “a 
man of tremendous talent and tre-
mendous experience.”
In a White House statement is-
sued late Monday, McMaster said 
he was honored to serve in his new 
role, adding, “The safety of the 
American people and the security 
of the American homeland are our 
top priorities.”
The White House said Monday 
McMaster plans to remain on ac-
tive military duty.
Trump said Monday that retired 
Army Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg, who 
had been his acting adviser, will 
now serve as the National Security 
Council chief of staff. He also said 
he would be asking John Bolton, 
a former U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, to work with them 
in a “somewhat different capacity.”
McMaster is viewed as soldier-
scholar and creative thinker. He 
has a doctoral degree in history 
from the University of North Car-
olina and has been heavily involved 
in the Army’s efforts to shape its 
future force and its way of prepar-
ing for war. He is currently the di-
rector of the Army Capabilities In-
tegration Center, a sort of military 
think tank, at Fort Eustis, Virginia.
Outside of the Army, he may 
be best known for his 1997 book, 
“Dereliction of Duty,” a searing in-
dictment of the U.S. government’s 
mishandling of the Vietnam War 
and an analysis of what he called 
the “lies that led to Vietnam.” The 
book earned him a reputation for 
being will ing to speak truth to 
power.
McMaster commanded troops in 
both American wars in Iraq — in 
1991, when he fought in a storied 
tank battle known as the Battle for 
73 Easting, and again in 2005-
2006 in one of the most violent pe-
riods of the insurgency that devel-
oped after the U.S.-led invasion in 
2003. He is credited with using in-
novative approaches to counter-
ing the insurgency in the northern 
Iraqi city of Tal Afar when he com-
manded the 3rd Armored Cavalry 
Regiment. He later served as a spe-
cial adviser to the top U.S. com-
mander in Iraq.
McMaster was Trump’s second 
choice to replace Flynn, who has 
been under FBI investigation for 
his contacts with Russian officials. 
Trump dismissed Flynn last week 
after revelations that the advis-
er had misled Vice President Mike 
Pence about the nature of his dis-
cussion with Russia’s ambassador 
to the U.S. during the presidential 
transition. 
The position of national securi-
ty adviser does not require Senate 
confirmation.
McMaster chosen as national security adviser
CHICAGO (AP) — School per-
sonnel across Illinois are adapting 
to a new state law that requires dis-
tricts to have an emergency proto-
col to deal with asthma emergen-
cies.
Under  the  l aw  anyone  who 
work s  w i th  s tudent s  mus t  be 
trained to handle asthma emergen-
cies. All children with asthma must 
have a written “asthma action plan. 
Gov. Bruce Rauner signed the leg-
islation in August, and it went into 
effect Jan. 1.
Mothers such as Sheri Hurdle, 
whose 12-year-old daughter Iman-
ni has severe asthma, still worry. 
Hurdle has previously made sure 
that school staff had the medica-
tion and training needed to keep 
her daughter safe while she attend-
ed Walter S. Christopher Elemen-
tary School in Chicago.
“It can be overwhelming and 
scary,” Hurdle said. “Now that 
she’s older and stronger, manag-
ing her asthma has become less in-
tense, but nevertheless it remains a 
daily priority.”
Maureen Damitz, spokeswom-
an for the Illinois Asthma Con-
sortium, said nearly 14 percent of 
children have asthma, but more 
than 76 percent of those children 
don’t have their asthma under con-
trol. The rates are higher in ar-
eas in minority communities such 
as Latinos and African-Americans 
where asthma rates are estimated at 
20 percent, she said.
The new law also will provide 
data on how many students in Il-
linois are reported to have asthma 
on medical forms required for ad-
mission, Damitz said.
“As thma  ha s  been  a  chron -
ic problem for a long time; it did 
not just rear its ugly head,” Damitz 
said. “But I think people are more 
aware  that  we need to  change 
something.”
Dr. Edward Pont, chairman of 
the government affairs committee 
for the state chapter of the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, said 
the effort “should do a lot of good 
for the children.” The academy 
was one of 17 groups that support-
ed the measure in Illinois, which 
is one of two dozen states that re-
quire asthma emergency protocols.
“I don’t think it’s ever been ap-
proached in this coordinated state-
wide manner before,” Pont said.
Advocates will now lobby for a 
state-wide policy requiring school 
nurses to stock the drug used in in-
halers, Damitz said.
Schools adapt to new ‘asthma emergency’ law 
NEW YORK (AP) — Russia’s 
ambassador to the United Nations, 
a veteran diplomat died suddenly 
Monday after  fa l l ing i l l  in his 
office at Russia’s U.N. mission.
Vitaly Churkin was taken to 
a hospital, where he died a day 
before  hi s  65th bi r thday,  sa id 
Russia’s deputy U.N. ambassador, 
Vladimir Safronkov. The cause of 
his death was unknown.
A s  R u s s i a ’s  e n v o y  a t  t h e 
United Nations since 2006 and 
a diplomat for decades, Churkin 
was considered Moscow’s great 
champion at the U.N., where he 
was the longest-serving ambassador 
on the powerful Security Council.
Churkin’s death stunned officials 
at U.N. headquarters, where the 
news emerged in the midst of a 
routine briefing for reporters. 
He died weeks into some major 
adjustments for Russia, the U.N. 
and the international community, 
w i th  a  ne w  s e c re t a r y - g ene r a l 
a t  the  wor ld  body  and  a  new 
administration in Washington. 
Meanwhile, the Security Council 
is due this week to discuss Ukraine 
and Syria.
Russia’s ambassador to United Nations dies at 64 
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Both UPD and CPD have jurisdiction on and off campus., and keep in touch on a daily basis in order to exchange 
information. 
By Ben Leman 
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News 
 More drug-related violations 
are being seen by off icers  on a 
ca se - to -ca se  bas i s   r a ther  than 
an  incident  always  ending in an 
arrest.
According to Eastern’s Annu-
al Security Report from 2013 to 
2015, more of these incidents on 
campus are reported to the Office 
of Student Standards by the Uni-
ver s i ty   Pol ice   Depar tment .  In 
2014, 49 violations were reported 
on campus with only five arrests.   
The fol lowing year,  the report 
filed 89 violations with four ar-
rests.   
Several  factors  are taken into 
consideration when looking at if 
a drug-related incident is worth an 
arrest versus a report to Student 
Standards.   
University Police  Chief  Kent 
Martin said as laws decriminalize 
cannabis across the nation,  it is 
becoming “more accepted” in so-
ciety.  
Illinois’ medical marijuana pro-
gram started in 2014.  Since then, 
appl icat ions have increased by 
1,300 between June 2015 to Janu-
ary 2016, according to the Illinois 
Department of  Public  Health’s 
mid-year report.   
Mar t in  sa id  cannabi s  i s  the 
university’s “highest complaint” 
among drug-related incidents.   
H e a t h e r  W e b b ,  d i r e c -
t o r  o f   t h e  O f f i c e  o f    S t u -
dent Standards, said cannabis re-
ports have  risen throughout  the 
years. 
The 15-member University Po-
l i c e   Depar tment   works  c lo se -
ly with the Charleston Police De-
partment and exchanges informa-
tion about drug-related offenses.    
C P D   D e p u t y  C h i e f  C h a d 
Reed said this is the closest he has 
seen the two departments in 21 
years.   
Bo th  depa r tment s  have   j u -
r i sdict ion  on and of f  campus.   
While University Police officers 
cannot give out city ordinance vi-
olations, they can go outside cam-
pus borders to help the CPD if 
needed.   The departments “keep 
in contact daily and are aware of 
each other” through radios, Mar-
tin said. 
Both the UPD and the CPD 
follow the Law Enforcement Mu-
tual Aid Agreement, which estab-
lishes guidelines for intergovern-
mental agencies of law  enforce-
ment. 
When students and non-stu-
dents are arrested by university 
police officers, they process the 
suspects at the UPD then trans-
f e r   them  to   the   Co l e s   Coun-
ty  Sheriff ’s   Office.  Whether or 
not  the suspect is a student who 
lives on or off campus, the CPD 
processes the suspect at its own 
facility and holds them there un-
til court.  A copy of the report is 
then  sent to  the Office of  Stu-
dent Standards.  
De a l i n g  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  a n d 
equipment ,  both  depar tments 
use the same methods and stan-
dards. University police officers 
train with ones from Charleston at 
the city’s range. They also train to-
gether in active shooter situations. 
“ I  th ink ( the  UPD)  he lp  us 
more then we help them,” Reed 
said. 
  
Ben Lehman can be reached at 
581-2812 or bhleman@eiu.edu.
UPD, CPD work together regarding 
cannabis-related incidents
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Letters to the Editor
Have a rebuttal to offer a columnist? 
Want to dissect a comic? Did the editorial 
strike a chord with you? Send your thoughts 
to opinions.DEN@gmail.com. Letters to the 
editor should be fewer than 250 words in 
length.
Godot: some things are not worth the wait
Closure of 
the Testing 
Center a 
disservice 
to students
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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The Making of a Cat Lady
You may be wondering who or what the 
heck is Godot, or maybe the name rings a 
bell. Whatever the case, some of us have had 
our waiting-for-Godot moments. Some folks 
might still be waiting for Godot. Sadly, ev-
er-elusive Godot just never shows up. It is 
almost like been stood up and that hurts so 
badly.
So, who is this Godot, and why does he 
never show up? Could he be fictional or 
some superhuman with incredible powers or 
is it God himself dressed in a different name?
Well, Godot is just fiction, created by the 
imagination of a writer. If you ever read the 
play or heard the expression, Waiting for 
Godot, this piece will resonate with you. If 
not, you are in good company. And you just 
might learn some new information.
It was Samuel Becket, an Irish writer, who 
breathed life into this character in his classi-
cal play, Waiting for Godot, which has been 
described as arguably the most important 
play of the 20th century. 
The play is a dark meditation on the hu-
man condition and the meaninglessness of 
life as Becket saw it through his existential-
ist lens. It comes out of the absurdist the-
ater tradition of the 50’s and 60’s. It is sim-
ply a play about nothing, yet Waiting for Go-
dot, lends itself to many interpretations.
Although the play was written over 60 
years ago, it has been rehashed in modern 
times and performed in many places. While 
theater may not be in vogue with most 
young people, I have been fortunate to see a 
few gripping plays one of them being Wait-
ing for Godot. It was put together by a group 
of theater arts students. 
Although I must say it was not the most 
action-packed or exciting drama I ever saw, 
but beauty of the play lies in its power to en-
lighten and confound at the same time.
Waiting for Godot is a simple play about 
two friends waiting for another person: Go-
dot. The whole story was about their wait-
ing. They would not go on with their lives 
until he arrives. They waited and waited un-
til the end of the play. Godot never showed 
up. 
So, what does Godot represent in the 
play? This has been a subject of controversy. 
Reviewers and critics offer a plethora of in-
terpretations. Some say Godot represent God 
because of the resemblance to the Biblical 
description of God. Others disagree; there is 
no agreement on his identity
Becket, the Irish playwright, is a nihilist: 
one who rejects moral and religious prin-
ciples and sees life as meaningless. He was 
quoted to have said “If I meant God I would 
have simply said so.” 
The Irish author does not offer a lot of 
explanation as to whether there is a deeper 
meaning to his play. This might be part of 
the appeal of the play. Different readers take 
away different meanings.
But what lesson do I take? An excerpt 
from the play is instructive:
ESTRAGON: Let’s go
VLADMIR: We can’t
ESTRAGON: Why not?
VLADMIR: We are waiting for Godot?
Godot never came! Whatever your phi-
losophy or outlook on life, there might be 
things you wait and hope for but never get. 
One must move on; waiting for Godot is a 
waste of time.
Kehinde Abiodun is an economics graduate 
student. He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
kaabiodun@eiu.edu.
Kehinde Abiodun
Guest Column
We are treating our learning-disabled stu-
dents poorly, and we need to get our act to-
gether.
We have shut down the Testing Servic-
es Center that provided these students and 
their teachers with testing accommodations, 
supervised by people with training in learn-
ing disabilities.
Now learning-disabled students are tell-
ing me that their grades have dropped signif-
icantly since we cut the testing services.
They  say  they  a re  app ly ing  to  o th -
er schools, in Illinois and elsewhere, where 
learning-disabled students are not thrown 
under the budget bus.
I am told that, strictly speaking, Eastern 
is in legal compliance with the ADA (Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act) without testing 
services, since we instruct our teachers to ac-
commodate learning-disabled students with 
special testing environments.
But the best-case result of our policy is 
that teachers with little or no training in this 
area do their very best to provide testing ac-
commodations. Perhaps they even call the 
Office of Disability Services for advice.
In the worst-case scenarios, teachers do 
not much care. Students are telling me about 
being placed at cramped desks in crowd-
ed, noisy hallways for “testing accommoda-
tions,” and even just being refused any spe-
cial accommodations at all.
We are lucky it has not occurred to any 
of these students to sue us to the moon and 
back for saying: “Sorry we brought you here 
under false pretenses. Sorry about the two-
point hit to your GPA. Sorry you have to 
apply to other schools now, with that GPA. 
Oh, and we’re sorry you’ll have to uproot, 
move and restart your academic career. But 
hey, can we give you some letters of recom-
mendation?”
Readers may recall the April 2016 ef-
forts of student Michelle Falada on behalf 
of the testing center. Falada collected near-
ly 200 signatures online and met with Presi-
dent Glassman. Perhaps as a result of her ac-
tions, the Testing Center was reopened and 
remained open for one more semester. Now 
Falada has graduated. The Center is closed.
Come on, Eastern. Do we really have to 
have Michelle Falada on campus every se-
mester to do right by our learning-disabled 
students?
I encourage everyone in the Eastern com-
munity to speak out about this.
I encourage The Daily Eastern News to do 
some investigative reporting on this story.
We should get this right.
Dr. Michael Kuo is an English instructor. He can 
be reached at 581-2812 or mfkuo@eiu.edu.
Know your resources for STI prevention
According to aids.gov, over 1.2 million citi-
zens are living with the Human Immunodefi-
ciency Virus, also known as HIV, while 1 in 8 
people are unaware they have the illness. This 
statistic cannot be ignored or brushed off.
In an article written by Kennedy Nolen, 
“AIDS activist encourages openness about the 
illness,” activist Rev. Rae Lewis-Thornton said 
she lived with HIV for over 30 years and with 
AIDS for 26 years. 
The non-curable illness does have medication 
options: antiretroviral therapy, if used daily and 
properly, will help extend the person’s life, ac-
cording to aids.gov.
The key is to identify if the person has the ill-
ness as soon as possible because the sooner the 
illness is traced the quicker the medication can 
prevent it from causing any further damage.
AIDS, or Acquired Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome, is when a person with HIV enters an 
advanced stage, which causes the person’s im-
mune system to be vulnerable for opportunistic 
infections, aids.gov mentions. 
This virus and syndrome are different diag-
noses and it requires time to analysis the dif-
ferences. It is important to take the time learn 
about sexual transmitted illnesses. 
The Daily Eastern News’ staff believes that re-
gardless of the person’s sexual orientation, age, 
sex or religious background, students should 
engage in lectures, presentations and activities 
about sexual health. 
Before graduating high school, most students 
are required to take a health course which cov-
ers a wide range of issues like consent, STIs and 
different contraceptives. However, we do not 
believe this one course should be the last place 
where students learn about this information. 
Be proactive. Do not wait until a family 
member or friend is diagnosed with the illness 
before you learn about any necessary precau-
tions that could have been taken. 
The article states that Thornton was diag-
nosed when she was 23 years old. This is ex-
tremely close to how old the students are on 
this campus.
One of the biggest problems that prevents 
people from preparing themselves for any pos-
sible challenges is having the mindset that “this 
will never happen to me.” 
Being optimistic is perfectly fine, but being 
naïve and refusing to listen to other’s life expe-
riences is not wise. 
Thornton did not have to open up about 
having unprotected sex or about having her do-
nated blood being rejected by the Red Cross, 
but she was motivated by preventing others 
from going through the same hardships. 
Aids.gov notes that bodily fluids like blood, 
semen, vaginal fluid and breast milk are the 
main areas that contains HIV. The most com-
mon activities that spreads the virus are anal 
and vaginal sex, as well as syringe sharing and 
reuse. 
The Health Education Resource Center of-
fers several programs throughout the year about 
sexual health. 
One of the popular programs is “Rubber 
Lovers,” where students can participate in the 
18 steps on how to properly use a condom and 
other safe sex practices. Students will receive an 
identification card that will help them purchase 
contraception from the on-campus pharmacy at 
a lower price. 
According to HERC’s home page, the next 
Rubber Lovers presentation is 6 p.m. in the 
Martinsville room in the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union on Feb. 27th. 
Other presentations include Rubber Lov-
ers: Rainbow edition which focuses on safe sex 
practices for members in the LBTQA commu-
nity, The Wheel of Sexual Health and Women’s 
Health and Men’s Health events. 
All of these presentations are free and all stu-
dents can attend. 
As students, it okay to say that you do know 
how to effectively use a condom or you are un-
aware of all of the sexual transmitted illnesses. 
There is no shame or condemnation admitted 
faults or areas of weakness. 
The key is identify those weakness and iden-
tify the resources. 
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Senior Hillary Fuller, center, a communications studies major, Sierra Snell, left, a junior psychology major and Kyla 
Dixon, a junior sociology major presented a “Black Face: Then and Now” discussion and interacted with audience 
members Monday in Lumpkin Auditorium.
What is happening Wednesday, Feb. 22
4:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. 
What: Black PRIDE in 
History 
Where: MLK Jr. University 
Union Martinsville Room
What: Writing Center 
Workshop 
Where: 3110 Coleman Hall
What: Evolution of a Black 
Woman  
Where: Lumpkin Auditorium
The Writing Center pres-
ents “Composing the 
Academic Email.”
NACWC presents an 
African-American Heritage 
month event .
Safe Zone session on 
LGBTQA and  African-
American History.
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Students can enter a drawing 
for a chance to meet Kesha 11 
a .m.  to  3 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union.
During the University Board’s 
“Rush Hour- A Rush of FUN!” 
students can enter to win a VIP 
Spring Concer t  Pr ize  Package. 
This package will include dinner, 
a meet n’ greet with Kesha and 
a  pair  of  t ickets  to  at tend the 
concert on April 1.
The  even t  w i l l  a l so  f e a tu re 
a i r b r u s h  a r t i s t s  g i v i n g  o u t 
customized airbrushed souvenirs, 
such as trucker hats, pennants and 
skull caps and a “Funny Money” 
Booth for a chance to win gift 
cards and T-shirt giveaways.
The News staff can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
University Board gives students chance to meet Kesha
Sorority presents ‘Blackface: Then and Now’ 
Kennedy Nolen 
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
The use of blackface to degrade the 
African-American community from the 
19th century to today’s society was dis-
cussed Monday night by Zeta Phi Beta 
sorority.
In the past, white actors portrayed Af-
rican-Americans in the media by painting 
their faces black and exaggerating stereo-
typical traits for entertainment. 
The women of Zeta Phi Beta talked 
about the evolution of the degradation 
of black culture at “Blackface: Then and 
Now” in Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.
Hillary Fuller, the president of Zeta 
Phi Beta sorority, said an actor in the 
1951 minstrel comedy show “Yes Sir, Mr. 
Bones” had his face painted black with 
white lips, bulging eyes and spoke with a 
“plantation dialect.”
Zachary Booth, a senior communica-
tion studies major, said the white lips are 
a symbol of “cotton mouth,” a degrading 
symbol meaning he “belongs in the fields” 
as a slave.
Minstrel shows were popular until the 
end of World War I, but the ideas degrad-
ing African-Americans were still prevalent 
in radio shows, Disney shows and other 
forms of media.
Jerrie Hinds, a freshman kinesiology 
major said they were disrespecting black 
people for the entertainment of white 
people.
One example the sorority pointed out 
was from the Disney movie “Dumbo,” 
where the black crows were portrayed as 
being poor, uneducated and ignorant. 
Booth said tons of results showed up 
on YouTube when he searched for “racist 
Disney movies.”
Fuller said this degradation of black 
people and culture is still prevalent in 
present-day society.
Today’s media shows exaggerated ver-
sions of African-Americans, which all re-
late back to blackface, James Bateman, a 
senior communication studies major, said.
Sierra Snell, treasurer of Zeta Phi Beta 
said there are new forms of blackface, 
such as when people use it to mock the 
Black Lives Matter movement and when 
people paint their faces black with char-
coal masks.
A controversial issue from last year 
involved students from Albright Col-
lege in Reading, Pennsylvania. The stu-
dents made Snapchat videos with their 
faces painted brown with a mud mask, 
and they mocked the Black Lives Matter 
movement and African-American culture.
Kaylan Moore, a sophomore fami-
ly and consumer sciences major, said the 
girls who made those videos were racist 
before putting the mud mask on.
Fuller pointed out celebrities like Ky-
lie Jenner who she said are commercializ-
ing black culture.
“When people take my skin and use it 
as a trend or wear my face as a mask—
I promise you, that’s the problem. That’s 
the issue,” Fuller said.
Moore said these people are appropri-
ating black culture by tanning to get dark-
er skin and making their lips bigger.
“Although it’s degrading on multiple 
levels, look at it optimistically – they love 
black culture,” Booth said.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu
 1:00 p.m. 
What: College Visit Day 
Where: Eastern Campus 
Prospective students will 
have the chance to visit 
Eastern’s campus.
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For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
Looking for 3-4 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/21
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 2/28
Leasing for 2017-2018 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
location, Village Rentals 
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/21
7 bedroom House- Washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Near Rec center. In-
cludes trash and yard care $265.00 
each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
5 Bedroom house- washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. In-
cludes trash yard care. $285.00 
each 217-5496967
________________________ 2/22
2 bedroom house - washer, dryer 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. In-
cludes trash yard care $335.00 each 
217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
Apartments 1/2 block to campus 4 
bedroom and 3 bedroom $250 
each Includes trash 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
LEASING FOR FALL 2017-18! BEST 
apartments for groups of 1-4 in 
Charleston and way cheaper than 
the dorms. MUST SEE TO BELIEVE! 
Washer/dryer, spacious, furnished, 
balcony, walk-in closet, close to EIU, 
vaulted ceilings, discounted prices! 
217-345-5515. 
melroseonfourth.com
________________________ 2/28
Leasing for Fall apartments and 5 
bedroom house on 7th St. clean 
and affordable. no pets.
rentals@jwilliamsrentals.com or 
(217) 345-7286
_________________________ 3/6
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
Our Most Popular “wait listed” 
home available for Fall 2017 6 
Bedroom House located at 1024 
6th Street Huge deck Big covered 
front porch large bedrooms tons 
of parking and close to campus 
call 708-772-3711 schedule a 
tour and info 
_______________________ 03/07
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al (217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom apartments,  as low as 
$222.50. Some close to campus 
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017. 
Great locations. Please contact us 
for more information. 
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at ppwrentals.com 
________________________ 3/13
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
Like the Daily Eastern 
News on Facebook to 
get all the latest news 
and sports info!
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Students can taste free chocolates 
f rom s ix  fore ign countr ies  f rom 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union.
“EIU and the Chocolate Factory” 
will feature desserts ranging from dark 
and white chocolate to goat’s  milk 
chocolate and a chocolate fountain.
The chocolates were imported from 
Germany, Switzerland, Costa Rica, 
Madagascar, Grenada and Ghana.
The chocolate fountain will come 
wi th  f ru i t  and  mar shmal lows  fo r 
dipping.
Si enna  Mark ,  a  member  o f  the 
Unive r s i t y  Boa rd ’s  Cu l tu ra l  Ar t s 
committee, said the committee wants 
to use  the chocolates  to represent 
foreign cultures.
“What we want is to give people an 
ability to experience different cultures, 
and food is such a huge part of culture 
in general,” Mark said. “Chocolate 
i s  someth ing  tha t ’s  ve r y  common 
and very wel l -received around the 
world and so we had a lot of different 
options.”
Mark said she is most excited about 
the goat’s milk chocolate.
“The chocolate made from goat’s 
milk is going to be something new 
that  a  lo t  o f  people  haven’t  t r i ed 
before,” Mark said. “That’s going to be 
a unique experience for people.”
All chocolates up for sampling were 
made without child or s lave labor. 
The Culture Arts committee will lead 
discussions on this topic during “EIU 
and the Chocolate Factory.”
Mark sa id ra i s ing awareness  for 
slave and child labor is a major factor 
in having the tasting.
“I think a lot of people don’t realize 
how prominent (inhumane labor) is in 
all of the foods that we eat,” she said.
Hershey’s ,  Mars  and Nes t l é  a re 
among those companies that use child 
and slave labor. 
The committee will provide water to 
wash out the tastes of the chocolates. 
Mark said this is to prevent each 
chocolate’s taste from mixing with the 
next, allowing attendees to tell  the 
differences between each sweet.
Attendees will also receive a tasting 
sheet, on which they can note which 
chocolates they liked or disliked. Mark 
said the committee used tasting sheets 
to great success during a coffee-tasting 
last year.
The Cultural Arts committee will 
hand out raffle tickets at the door. 
The tickets, which attendees can 
enter for the chance to win some of 
the chocolate featured at the event, are 
designed based on the Golden Tickets 
from Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.”
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
UB Chocolate event 
makes sweet promises
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8:00-8:45 
AM (AR)
Ultimate 
Conditioning                             
Danielle 
Ultimate 
Conditioning  
Danielle 
4:00-4:25 
PM (AR)
4:30-4:55 
PM (AR)
5:00-5:25 
PM (AR)
Rock Bottom    
Madeline
5:30-5:55 
PM (AR)
HIIT FIT                              
Madeline 
6:00-6:25 
PM (AR)
6:30-6:55 
PM (AR)
7:00-7:45 
PM (AR)
Overdrive Toning     
Madeline
Training Day           
Holly
Overdrive Toning              
Madeline
8:00-8:45 
AM (DS)
Sunrise Yoga               
Tyler
Sunrise Yoga              
Kristi
Sunrise Yoga              
Vidhi
Sunrise Yoga             
Kristi
4:30-4:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                   
Anastasiya
Step N' Sculpt              
Anastasiya
5:00-5:25 
PM (DS)
Power Yoga             
Kristi
5:30-5:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                
Kristi
6:00-6:45 
PM (DS)
Yoga                       
Vidhi
Yoga                   
Tyler
Yoga                                   
Jenna
Yoga                                      
Tyler
6:30-7:25 
AM (CS)
Cycle                     
LeAnn
Cycle                   
LeAnn
4:00-4:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                
Vidhi
Cycle                   
Tyler
5:00-5:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                                     
Danielle
6:00-6:45 
PM (CS)
Cycle                  
Ashley
Kickboxing                                    
LeAnn & Danielle
Evaluations are 
availale at every 
class. Please let 
us know how we 
are doing and 
what else you 
would like to 
see!
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE - JUST DROP IN!
Follow us on 
Instagram for 
updates: 
@eiugroupfitness
Werk!                                     
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                    
Kara
Werk!                                                 
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                     
Holly
Barre Burn                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                    
Holly
Werk!                 
Ashley
Body Bar                              
Anastasiya 
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Traning Day       
Kara
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Kickboxing          
LeAnn & Danielle
SRC GROUP FITNESS SCHEDULE
Spring 2017
Classroom: AR = Aerobics Room     CS = Cycling Studio     DS = Dance Studio   
Come teach 
your passion 
this summer.
Looking for males and 
females to join our staff 
at Tripp Lake camp for 
Girls in Poland, Maine. 
Positions run June to 
August. Apply online at 
www.tripplakecamp.com
Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding 
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery
Call us today!
1-800-997-4347
dailyeasternnews.com
FOR  COVERAGE OVER:
SPORTS 
ENTERTAINMENT
THE VERGE
OPINIONS
CHECK OUT
facebook.com/Warbler-Yearbook
CHECK 
OUT THE
YEARBOOK
ON FACEBOOK
By Dillan Schorfheide
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Seven: The number of losses the 
Eastern’s men’s tennis team now has in 
the spring season so far.  
It is also the most common margin 
(half of their matches) by which East-
ern has either lost or won this season, 
being swept 7-0 by three teams and 
beating one team 7-0, Eastern’s lone 
win of the season. 
Seven to nothing is the score East-
ern had after its match Friday, losing 
to the Valparaiso Crusaders on the 
road.
Coming into the match Friday, Val-
paraiso had a 5-1 record after beating 
four teams who have at least an even 
record: the two winning-record teams 
were Butler, 6-2, and Toledo, 6-5. 
Valparaiso also played against Wiscon-
sin, 5-1, and lost by one point.
In the match Friday, Eastern, de-
spite being swept, put up a fight and 
almost got some victories.
Freshman Freddie O’Brien, who 
has been playing well in the No. 1 
spot in the lineup for Eastern, forced a 
third set against his opponent Friday. 
He lost 10-7 in the third set.
“Freddie has been doing very well 
so far this year,” coach Samuel Kerche-
val said.  
“Playing in the top spot is hard 
for anyone, let alone a true freshman 
and he has been handling that well. 
He has definitely improved over the 
course of those matches too.”
Junior Grant Reiman and freshman 
Gage Kingsmith also played well, and 
both nearly forced a third set against 
their opponents.  
In the doubles portion of the 
match, redshirt senior Jacob Wendell 
and Grant Reiman lost by two points, 
6-4, the closest of the three doubles 
teams for Eastern.
Throughout the season, the theme 
for the tennis team has been to work 
hard and understand what they need 
to do to win.
“We are a very young team and 
have a long way to go,” Kercheval 
said.  “If we do the right things day in 
and day out, the wins will take care of 
themselves.”
Kercheval continued and said his 
team does understand what they need 
to do to win, but they also understand 
that they need to get better.  He said 
winning is a long process and it takes 
daily hard work.
Kercheval also said the team’s re-
cord is not a reflection of a lack of tal-
ent or effort, but that his team has 
played against a tough schedule.  
The tough schedule Eastern has 
faced includes: Ball State 4-4, Indiana 
7-3, University of Illinois at Chicago 
3-3 and IUPUI 5-5.
Eastern’s schedule does not get any 
easier as Friday they travel to Carbon-
dale to face Southern Illinois Carbon-
dale, 3-1.
Eastern will then host St. Joseph’s 
College, 0-1, in Champaign on Sun-
day.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
 
Men’s tennis falls to 1-7 after being swept
LAUREN MCQUEEN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Grant Reiman returns the ball in his match at the the EIU Fall Invi-
tational on Oct. 2, 2016, at the Darling Courts. Reiman dropped his singles 
matches 6-3 and 7-5 to Valparaiso over the weekend.
12 — Haley Mitchell has driven in 
12 runs in her first nine games at Eastern as a 
member of the softball team. She also has 12 
its in 31 at bats in the Panthers’ first two tour-
naments to open the season. Mitchell is batting 
.387 and has spent most of her time as the DH 
but has also seen time at catcher and first base. 
The Panthers are 6-3 to start the season un-
der the direction of Kim Schuette, who is back 
in her first year after leaving for three years to 
coach at Purdue. 
5—  The Eastern swimmers broke 5 
Eastern records at the Summit League Cham-
pionships over the weekend. Dani DiMatteo, 
Nick Harkins, Brandon Robbins, Steve Fish-
man and Matt Jacobs each set records. DiMat-
teo broke the 100-individual medley, Harkins 
set the men’s 100-individual medley, Robbins 
set the record in the 200-breast, Fishman set 
the record for the 400-individual medley and 
Jacobs set the 200-breast record. That marked 
the end of the Panthers’ seasson.
4 — This is the first time in 4 years 
that the men’s basketball team are not eligible 
for the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament. 
Eastern had to chase Tennessee State for the 
No. 8 spot, but fell two games behind making 
it impossible for the Panthers to catch them 
with just one game remaining. Eastern will 
play SIUE on Saturday to finish off their sea-
son. Eastern can still finish with a winning re-
cord and make a tournament. 
32 —  Besides the indoor track and 
field OVC Championships this weekend, it 
will be 32 days until an Eastern athletic team 
will play at home. The rest of the spring teams, 
will have to wait until at least March 24 to play 
at home. The baseball team will take on Mur-
ray State, softball plays Belmont March 25, 
track and field resumes their outdoor season 
March 31 with the EIU Big Blue Classic and 
the men’s and women’s tennis teams play East-
ern Kentucky. 
Stat Attack
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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SportS
OPINION
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior Tori Master clears a hurdle Friday during the Friday Night Special at Lantz Fieldhouse. Master 
earned a first place finish in the 400-meter hurdle with a time of 1:06.34.
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Panthers snatched 22 top-
three finishes Friday at the last reg-
ular meet of the season, earning the 
men first and the women second at 
the Eastern Friday Night Special in 
Lantz Field House.
The men kicked of the com-
petition with a bang as they took 
the top-three spots in the 60-me-
ter dash. Senior Jamal Robinson 
placed first with a time of 6.87 sec-
onds followed by junior Davion 
McManis (7.02) and sophomore 
Ja’Marcus Townsend (7.04). 
Townsend also picked up the top 
spot in the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 22.60 seconds.
Senior Myles Foor came out on 
top in the 800-meter run with a 
time of 1 minute, 57.56 seconds 
and was the only Panther to place 
within the top five in the event.
The men’s strong performanc-
e s  cont inued in  the  long-d i s -
tance events as well.  Senior Mi-
chael Mest placed fourth over-
all in the mile run at 4:19.28 fol-
lowed by freshman Robby Prescott 
at 4:19.73.
Freshman Austin Earp and se-
nior Tyler Keen led the way in the 
5,000-meter run with Earp trek-
king the distance in 16:09.55 and 
Keen pacing at 16:26.22 to snatch 
second.
Three top-five finishes in the 
60-meter hurdles rounded out the 
men’s running events. Senior John 
Piper scored eight points with his 
second-place time of 8.19 seconds. 
Senior Elven Walker (8.36) took 
third, and freshman Raymond Crit-
tenden (8.75) finished fifth.
The long jump, triple jump and 
high jump events finished out the 
men’s 10 top-three finishes. Fresh-
man Joe Smith placed third in the 
long jump after leaping a distance 
of 6.83 meters. Junior Chrisford 
Stevens dominated the triple jump 
with a final distance of 14.15 me-
ters. Sophomore Ashton Wilson 
placed third in high jump after 
clearing 1.98 meters.
The men finished the meet with 
126 team points. Indiana State 
(111) placed second followed by 
Bradley University (62) and South-
ern Illinois (59).
The women chipped in 12 top-
three performances across sever-
al events as well. Eastern took the 
top three spots in the mile run 
and 400-meter dash. Senior Ra-
chel Garippo gave the Panthers 10 
points after a stellar 5:06.07 race to 
take first-place honors in the mile 
run. 
Sophomores Jocelyne Mendo-
za (5:15.71) and Sam Lechowicz 
(5:18.98) followed suit to take sec-
ond and third respectively.
In the 400-meter dash, senior 
Dhiaa Dean zoomed past her op-
ponents to earn first with a time 
of 58.91. Freshman Sophia Keith 
came in second just 0.49 seconds 
after Dean while junior Stephanie 
Dominguez (59.72) placed third. 
Junior Nyjah Lane topped out 
both the preliminaries and the fi-
nals in the 60-meter dash, finishing 
with a final time of 7.61 seconds. 
In the 60-meter hurdles, junior 
Darneisha Spann placed third with 
a time of 8.72 seconds, narrow-
ly missing her second-place coun-
terpart’s time by 0.04 seconds. The 
Panthers dominated the 400-me-
ter hurdles when junior Tori Master 
cleared the hurdles in 1:06.34, and 
freshman Madalynn Gil placed sec-
ond with a time of 1:08.70.
Jun ior  Ha le igh  Knapp  out -
jumped her competitors in the high 
jump with a first-place clearance of 
1.68 meters after the unattached 
opponent is discounted. Junior Bri-
on Portis bounded 11.95 meters in 
the triple jump to earn Eastern its 
final first place finish on the wom-
en’s side.
Indiana State took top team hon-
ors with 130 points while Eastern 
(112) placed second. Southern Illi-
nois earned 65 points to sit at third 
place followed by Bradley Universi-
ty (51) in fourth.
The Friday Night Special was 
Eastern’s final competition before 
heading into the two-day Ohio Val-
ley Conference Indoor Champion-
ship to be held at home in Lantz 
Arena on Feb. 24 and 25. 
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-
2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Men win, women take second at Friday Night Special
By Maher Kawash 
Basketball Reporter  | @DEN_Sports 
It  i s  nea r ly  t ime  for  March 
Madness set to take over the col-
lege basketball and sports world 
as a whole, but the Eastern men’s 
basketball is going to be left out 
of that mix. 
Well  at  least  in terms of  the 
Ohio Valley Conference Tourna-
ment as well as any chance of be-
coming a Cinderella in the NCAA 
Tournament. 
Okay, clinching a berth in the 
NCAA Tournament may have not 
been l ikely with a  powerhouse 
such as Belmont running away 
with a regular season conference 
title so easily. 
But heading into this  season 
that was supposed to be the plan. 
The Panthers were supposed to 
be an OVC powerhouse. 
This  team had a l l  i t  needed 
from last year and more to only 
improve; but the complete oppo-
site happened. 
After a non-conference schedule 
showed positive flashes with a sea-
son sweep over in-state rival West-
ern Illinois and a sparkling win 
over SEC opponent Mizzou. 
But it was about the stuff be-
tween the lines for Eastern. It was 
about the inconsistency along the 
road and the team’s inability to 
truly catch its full potential. 
Well that was until this final 
stretch of the season when the 
team’s back was essentially against 
the wall. 
The Panthers put themselves in 
an ever mounting hole that was 
just too deep to dig out of. 
Eastern began its most impor-
tant stretch of the season with a 
1-7 record against  OVC oppo-
nents. 
What makes that even tough-
er to swallow is how well the team 
answered following that horrid 
stretch. 
The Panthers rang off five wins 
over their next seven games to put 
themselves back in the conversa-
tion of clinching a berth in the 
postseason tournament. 
But it was too little too late. 
The  t eam’s  l a t e s t  s t re tch  o f 
knocking  o f f  some of  the  top 
dogs in the OVC was put to rest 
once Tennessee State did what it 
had to against Eastern Kentucky 
and Morehead State to hold itself 
above the Panthers. 
It  i s  sa fe  to  say  Eastern has 
played its best basketball to end 
the season,  but  i t  s t i l l  goes  to 
show that sometimes it does mat-
ter more with how you start not 
just how you finish. 
“The Murray game was as good 
a performance as we’ve had all sea-
son.” Eastern coach Jay Spoon-
hour said. “We’ve been playing 
well for a few weeks though.”
But it is not all bad news for 
this  team, and they cannot be 
written off in all facets just yet. 
The Panthers still have a shot at 
another postseason tournament if 
they could pull out a victory over 
winless Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville Saturday. 
“The opportunity to finish over 
.500 i s  an  impor tant  achieve-
ment,” Spoonhour said.  “We’l l 
n e e d  t o  p l a y  we l l ;  S I U E  h a s 
fought hard all year and has been 
in every game down to the end.”
The win would give Eastern a 
15-14 winning record, and after 
all that is still enough to be proud 
of for a team that did have enough 
grit and effort throughout the sea-
son. 
Spoonhour stressed throughout 
that losing stretch that little mis-
takes killed the team in the end, 
but the team chemistry and want 
to win has always been there. 
Well now that will be needed 
for the Panthers to finish of the 
season strong in hopes of earning 
a berth in another possible tour-
nament. 
It would sure give a boost to the 
core that is set to return next year, 
and that squad may just have a 
bigger chip on their shoulder. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 581-
2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Slow start trumps late season surge for men’s basketball
VENK ATA POOSAPATI | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore guard Casey Teson sets the offense Saturday, Jan. 28 at Lantz 
Arena. The Panthers defeated the SIUE Cougars 75-60.
